
BlueBee Odysseys 
Spring Odyssey to Western Sicily and the Egadi Islands 

April 14-22, 2019 

The itinerary and price may change some in the next couple of weeks.


The magic of Western Sicily is undeniable with turquoise seas, coastal hikes, and ancient tem-
ples. In Homer’s “Odyssey,” it was written that Odysseus visited the “Islands of the Goats” or 
the Aegadi Islands before going to Sicily to meet the Cyclops. The western coast has beck-
oned people for millennia, including significant influences from the Arab, Carthaginian and 
Greek cultures.  The idyllic Egadi Islands, located just off the coast of Trapani, offer laid back 
villages and seaside respites.


Day 1  Sunday 4/14/19 
Arrival at Palermo B&B. 

Late afternoon/early evening welcoming experience with Diane Magliolo

Palermo, B&B Carella


Day 2 Monday 4/15/19 
Palermo cultural tour 
Later start in the morning 
Tour will include the  Massimo Theater, 3rd largest opera house in Europe. We continue our 
walk to the XVII century Quattro Canti, then along to Piazza Pretoria, to see the late Renais-
sance style fountain, The Fountain of Shame.  Afterwards we will visit the church of St Mary of 
the Admiral in Bellini Square. Out next destination is the UNESCO Palermo Cathedral with its 
Arabic Norman style. Visit to Baroque church. Shopping at the Addio Pizzo craft stores in Pa-
lermo. The “Addio Pizzo” is a community of businesses and consumers who refuse to pay 
"pizzo" – Mafia extortion money in Sicily. These small stores represent local artists who create 
pottery, jewelry, leather goods and much more. 

Free evening to explore Palermo. Look at possibly attending an opera at the Massimo Theater, 
shop more at the craft stores, or enjoy a delicious gelato.

Palermo, B&B Carella

B, L 

Day 3 Tuesday 4/16/18 
A very special Sicilian Cooking Class will be done at the 18th century palazzo of the great Si-
cilian writer Giuseppe Tomasi di Lampedusa, author of “The Leopard.” His adoptive son lives 
there now with his wife  Nicoletta who will be our teacher for the day. Teaching proceeds go to 
preserving the palazzo and the history associated with it. The Leopard became the best selling 
book in Italian history and was made into a movie in 1963 starring Burt Lancaster and Claudia 
Cardinale. Nicoletta teaches us about the history behind the food of Sicily, the “cucina povera” 
or peasant food that helped Sicilians get through tough times and the food that reflects the 
many conquerers that have settled in Sicily, including the Phoenicians, Greeks, Arabs, Nor-
mans and Spanish.  Nicoletta will take us to the local outdoor Capo market in the morning to 
shop for ingredients and then back to Palazzo Butera for the class.

Palermo, B&B Carella

B, L 



Day 4 Wednesday 4/17/19  
We will leave Palermo, driving along the western coastline, towards the medieval village of 
Erice. We’ll stop along the way in Scopello, the charming hamlet referred as as the “Baglio.” 
Continuing to Erice, 751 meters above sea level, with breathtaking views. We will have a guid-
ed tour of Erice where you will also see the Norman Castle built on top of the temple of  Venus. 
You will have time to explore Erice on your own. It has lovely shops along cobble stone streets. 
Later, a stop at the Grotta Magiapane, where in the 1890’s, a family built a group of houses in a 
cave. They have been restored and are now used at Christmas for the Live Nativity. 

Trapani, B&B Trapani Secret

B, D 

Day 5 Thursday 4/18/19 
Egadi or Aegadian Islands  
We will take the hydrofoil to Levanzo, the smallest island of the Egadi Islands, studded with 
lime stone caves, in which people have sought refugee since the Stone Age. We will walk to the 
Grotto dei Genovesi, a cave with neolithic wall paintings of pre-historic animals, sea animals, 
and the mother goddess. In the afternoon, we will visit the Tonnara in Favignana, the old tuna 
factory and now a museum. You will have free time at the beach.

Trapani, B&B Trapani Secret

B, L


Day 6 Friday 4/19/19 
Good Friday in Trapani, The Procession of the Mysteries 
The Mysteries represent the passion and death of Christ and have been presented for over 400 
years. This is a 24 hour procession where 20 sculptures are brought to the streets. The sculp-
tures are unique; constructed with cork frames, wooden skeleton and fabric clothing done with 
a technique typical to Trapani.

Trapani, B&B Trapani Secret

B, D 

Day 7 Saturday 4/20/19 
Salt Pans - Mozia - Marsala 
The Salt Pans are a unique landscape with windmills dotting the horizon, large piles of harvest-
ed salt, neatly covered with terracotta tiles, lying between the road and the basins. Salt-making 
dates back to the Phoenician times. Later, we’ll take a short boat trip to the island of Mozia, 
founded by the Phoenicians in the 8th century BC.  One of the greatest works of Greek sculp-
ture is found here, the 5th century BC statue  is called the Charioteer of Mozia—also  the Youth 
of Mozia,

Lunch will be in the town of Marsala, famous for the Marsala wine. 

Trapani, B&B Trapani Secret

B, L 

Day 8 Sunday 4/21/19 
Easter  
Leisurely breakfast and morning, people watch, go to an Easter service if you want to

Return to the Palermo area and sea village of Mondello.  Along the way, we will stop at the 
magnificent Greek temple of Segesta, 430 BC, with 36 Doric columns. Visit to Mt Pelligrino if 
there is time. Evening will be free to pack or enjoy the sea village of Mondello

Mondello, Boutique Hotel- Addura Village Hotel

B,L 

Day 9 Monday 4/22/19   Departure to your next destination.


